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How Am I a Dwelling Place for God? 
 

I had been facilitating a prayer group in my home for two years when in December 2019, I placed 

that phrase around my home on little post it notes.  I was hoping it would ignite a conversation 

about God and the spaces we inhabit with Him and for Him.  Little did I know how important 

that question would be when in March of 2020, the whole world shut down because of the 

pandemic, and we could no longer meet in person for mass or for any other reason.  At first, I 

was scared.  I sanitized groceries with Clorox wipes (if I could get them), scrambled for toilet 

paper like everyone else and wondered if it was the end of the world.   
 

That’s when I re-discovered that Jesus was not confined to a building but actually a part of my 

world in surprising ways, waiting for me to discover Him. I remember one of the first walks I 

took around Mount Washington, someone had written in chalk “Be kind”, “Love drives out fear” 

and, “You are loved’ on the sidewalk.  I teared up, feeling the presence of Jesus. Over weeks 

and months, two mourning doves continued to visit me, their cooing sound giving me a deep 

sense of peace, reminding me of God’s love for his creation, including His love for me.  I planted 

seeds in the dirt.  I saw them come to life, a reminder of the mystery of creation.  I discovered 

a forsythia in bloom.  I stood near its magnificence and let its beauty flood into me, filling me 

up.  Each experience invited me deeper and deeper into the power of relationship with Christ’s 

love.       
 

Tiny moments gave me courage.  I cooked special meals, baked bread and crafted cocktails for 

as the artist/activist nun Corita Kent said “the person who makes things is a sign of hope”.  Each 

time I paid attention to details, I felt the uniqueness inherent in the act of creating.  I felt 

nourished, restored and renewed.  I felt Jesus’ presence.  I saw the Tecumseh statues by 

Monterrey Bay wearing masks. I experienced zoom prayer meetings and zoom racial justice 

meetings, watched movies, listened to special music and began watching the livestream mass.  

I socially distanced with friends outside, went on walks and kept in touch with my book club.  

The experiences and the communities that were built endured in spite of everything, and the 

love I received from them, above all else, strengthened me.   
 

As Pope Francis said, the pandemic was a time “to choose what matters and what passes away, 

a time to separate what is necessary from what is not a time to get our lives back on track with 

regard to you, Lord.”  Eventually, the situation shifted, and I returned to mass.  My appreciation 

for actual, face to face community deepened because it had been absent, the power of it 

revealed as a direct result of our mutual love of Christ.  That was the answer for which I had 

been searching:  relationship is the dwelling place for God.  Christ’s love is the space that holds 

us all together. 

Mary of the 
Month 

Patroness of our Parish 
 

On September 8 we 

celebrate the birth of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. In 

our Catholic tradition this 

marks the beginning of 

the mystery of the 

Incarnation. Mary was 

born without Original Sin. 

The Litany of Loretto calls 

Mary “the cause of our 

joy.” Pope Pius the IX 

called her Immaculate 

Conception a dogma of 

our faith. Through Mary 

Jesus takes on human 

nature, and is “the fruit of 

thy womb.”  

Mary, pray for us sinners 

now and at the hour of 

our death. Amen. 

 

 

We may not have 

it all together, 

but together we 

have it ALL 

Heavenly Notes....     

The psalms, by their very nature, are poetic and musical. The Greek roots of the word psalm mean instrumental music. Many 

of our well know hymns have evolved from the psalms. We sing psalms at every mass and there are usually many musical 

versions to choose from! The experience of repeating the refrain helps the congregation enter into an affirming and 

contemplative involvement in the liturgy through music.  

During the different seasons of the church year our perception of the psalm may change. For example, during Lent the feeling 

may be more pleading, whereas during Easter the feeling may be much more jubilant. Between the music and the words, 

there are many ways feeling and emotions are reflected in psalms. Do you have a favorite psalm, how does it speak to you? 

 

EUCHARISTIC 

RENEWAL 
 

THOUGHTS… 

“Receive Communion 

often, and Jesus will 

change you into himself.” 
 

-Saint Peter Julian 

Eymard 

 





 

Angels Among Us  
 Religious sisters and nuns have served all of 

our merged parishes. Surely there are many 

stories and memories that share their 

tireless service and dedication. These 

virtuous women have represented various 

different orders. Felician Sisters, 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, Franciscans, 

Sisters of St. Joseph and Sisters of Charity 

have all been represented in our merged 

parishes. Another order that has served the 

Diocese of Pittsburgh for many years are the 

Benedictine Sisters. Some of these virtuous 

women have served our diocese for over 60 

years, one such sister celebrated her 70th 

anniversary. Our sincere gratitude to all of 

these holy women who have answered yes 

to service to our church.  
 

May God bless them for their dedication 

and ministry to our church. Amen. 
 

Have you ever met someone and thought – 

“they are an angel!”? Someone who does 

amazing work or makes an impact in the 

lives of our community? This can be a 

person, a few people, or a group that you are 

convinced must have a set of wings! 

Nominate them for our new column “Angels 

Among Us.”  

 

Our Patrons- 
St. John the Evangelist, established in 1853 in Birmingham (South Side), was one of our predecessor parishes. Initially 
staffed by Franciscan Friars, it served the Irish and English-speaking populations. 
 

Saint John was the son of Zebedee, and his mother's name was Salome [Matthew 4:21, 27:56; Mark 15:40, 16:1]. They 
lived on the shores of the sea of Galilee. Saint James was the brother of Saint John and likely the older of the two. The 
mention of the "hired men" [Mark 1:20] and of Saint John's "home" [John 19:27] implies that the condition of Salome and 
her children was not one of great poverty. 
 

John and James followed the Baptist when he preached repentance in the wilderness of Jordan. There can be little doubt 
that the two disciples looked on Jesus "as he walked" when the Baptist exclaimed with prophetic perception, "Behold the 
Lamb of God!" They followed and asked the Lord where He dwelt. He bade them come and see, and they stayed with Him 
all day. While there is no record of their conversation, it was probably the starting point of the entire devotion of heart 
and soul, which lasted through their lives. There must have been much impetuosity in the brothers' character, for they 
obtained the nickname of Boanerges, Sons of Thunder [Mark 3:17, see also Luke 9:54]. 
 

John followed his new Master to Galilee and was with him at the marriage feast of Cana, journeyed with him to 
Capernaum, and never left him, except when sent on the missionary expedition with another, invested with the power of 
healing. The mother of James and John, knowing our Lord's love for the brethren, made a special request for them, that 
they might sit, one on his right hand, the other on his left, in his kingdom [Matthew 20:21]. John, James, and Peter came 
within the innermost circle of their Lord's friends and were with Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
 

Our Lord committed the highest of privileges to John, the care of his mother [John 19:27]. John and Peter were the first to 
receive the news from Mary Magdalene of the Resurrection [John 20:2], and they hastened at once to the sepulcher. 
 

Today, the former St. John the Evangelist parish school serves as the Mary Queen of Peace Administration Center. 

 

Did you know that Catholicism in Pittsburgh 

has been practiced since before the birth of 

the United States? Maryann Eidemiller 

writes about the history in her Catholic 

Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania 

article, “The Ministry of Father Denys 

Baron.” (Spring 2005) Father Baron was a 

Franciscan priest and chaplain who served 

with the French expedition that established 

Fort Duquesne. His register documented 

baptisms, funerals, and other official 

activities he participated in as a missionary. 

Fort Duquesne held a chapel named The 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary at 

the Beautiful River, and Father Baron 

celebrated mass there on April 17, 1754. 

This is a special connection to the Feast of 

Our Lady’s Assumption, which is celebrated 

on August 15. 

Spotlight 
On… 

THE BIBLE 
A Not So 

Boring Book 
 

• The Bible never 

mentions 3 Wise 

Men but only 

mentions 3 gifts - 

gold, frankincense, 

and myrrh. 

• Psalm117 has only 2 

verses. 

• The shortest verse 

in the Bible is “Jesus 

wept."  

(John 11 : 13 )  

• The books of Esther 

and the Song of 

Solomon do not 

mention God. 

• The Bible speaks of 

a man with 6 fingers 

on each hand and 6 

toes on each foot. 

(2 Samuel 21 : 20) 

 

 

Pearls of Wisdom- 
People follow leaders, not orders 

 



 

Why Do You Attend Mass?   
 

The Pandemic threw a wrench into all our plans. At first, we were stunned when our lives turned upside down. We put our 

trust in God and in our leaders when they closed the Churches. Some Masses were televised, including those from our 

beloved Parish. For the elderly and those who are ill, the live stream is a wonderful worshipping tool. They can feel part of 

the community even though they are not there. We can pray with our own priests, our music ministers, but we cannot 

receive Holy Eucharist! The connection of body, soul, heart, and mind with our Almighty Lord!  

For many months, we prayed the Prayer of Spiritual Communion, which helped keep us aware Jesus is always with us. But 

it wasn’t the same. We did our best living in the dark hole of the middle. Eventually, we were able to return to in-person 

worshipping, and with each other! Halleluia! Finally, we are back to ‘normal’ Sunday Mass.   

But are we really? This month, the question for thought is: Why do you attend Mass? 

Is it because it’s an obligation or habit to you? If you are young, maybe your parents make you go. Catholic guilt. Desire for 

community. Love of music. It starts your week off in a good place to worship with your community. Your reason for attending 

Mass is because of your burning love of God, of Jesus, and of the Spirit. Of the connection you feel when you receive 

Eucharist and Christ fills your heart and soul. And all of the above! 

Do you sometimes stay home to watch the live stream? I’ve done it myself. It’s different than attending in person, isn’t it? 

Has your reason for attending Mass changed? Has not being able to attend Mass for a year changed your thoughts and 

feelings about it? Are you leaning more towards worshipping because of your burning love for God instead of an obligation? 

Each week, can you look for a reason to want to be there? A prayer, a song, a reading that fills your heart.  

The question of the month is “Why do you attend Mass?” Think about it. It’s how we grow.  We begin a journey when we 

are Baptized. That journey continues until God calls us home. Most likely, we are all, always, somewhere in the middle. 

What’s Cookin’? 
 

 

PINEAPPLE UPSIDE DOWN CAKE 
 

Yellow cake mix  

Eggs and butter (use amounts suggested on box) 

1 cup brown sugar packed 

1 can pineapple slices (in juice, drained) 

6 oz. jar maraschino cherries 
 

• Melt the butter and pour in the bottom of a 13X9 pan. Sprinkle the brown sugar on top of the butter.  

• Arrange the pineapple pieces on top of the sugar and put a cherry in the middle of each piece.  

• Prepare the cake mix as directed but leave out the oil. Pour the cake mix over the pineapple.  

• Bake in a preheated 375 degrees oven and bake for 45 minutes. Cake is done when a knife comes out clean. 

• Remove from oven and run a knife around the edges to loosen. Flip over onto a serving platter. Let it sit a few 

minutes to let it release from the pan. Let cool. May serve warm or cooled as desired.  
 

A note from the author - One of the blessings of a being in a parish community is the opportunity to make new friends. A 

great way to do this is to work on a project or event. It was a blessing for me to meet an extraordinary cook when working 

at Christian Mothers’ events. No matter how big or small the numbers, she was able to handle the planning and cooking. I 

cherish the times we worked together and always admired how she honored both her Mary and Martha duties. Recently 

she called me before a meeting and asked if she should bring something. This delicious cake immediately came to mind and 

I wanted to share it with the parish community! Don’t forget when you’re baking to always add an extra dose of love which 

my friend did, and I know she still does! 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM BOTH SIDES  Black or white?  Left or right?  Day or night?          FROM BOTH SIDES 
 

 

Have you noticed that few issues are at the outlier edge of each spectrum? Most of our choices, ideas, thoughts, and feelings 

are somewhere in the middle, in the gray areas of life.   In our newsletter, we will occasionally have an article that will 

address a subject from both sides. We hope this will encourage thoughts or discussions from a side that maybe you hadn’t 

considered yet. 

 

You may be wondering why we are adding a 

column in the newsletter about cooking! That’s 

a great question. Sharing a meal or food is 

biblically based. During mass, we participate in 

sharing the Body and Blood of Christ. In 

scripture, there were many examples of food 

and sharing meals. Some examples include the 

loaves and the fishes and the wedding at Cana.  

 


